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1. Introduction

This report provides updates on recent developments in the PCB (Patterns of Care for Brachytherapy) project, as well as actions that have been carried out up to now. These updates have been broken down into the following areas:
a. Actions taken.
b. News.
c. Congresses and courses.

d. Work plan.
e. Acknowledgements.

The questionnaire is available at: http://pcb.estro.be/, and it may be completed in any of the following three languages: English, French and Spanish. A login and a password are required to access to the questionnaire in order to guarantee privacy and protection of data. There are several levels of access depending on the following hierarchy of permission:
· General Coordinator. Complete access to all data of his/her region. For instance, the European coordinator has access to all data from the European centres.

· National Coordinator. Access to the data from all the centres in his/her country.
· Centres. Each centre can complete, erase, or access data from its own centre.
The data collection started in December 2007 and is still underway. Updates are sent monthly to national coordinators with details on the current status of centres in that country. The deadline has been extended until 31 November, 2008.
2. News
The countries that are participating in this project are the following:
a. European area: Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Island, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Montenegro, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Rumania, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine and United Kingdom.
b. Latin America: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Uruguay, Venezuela.
As we previously mentioned, discussions were held with Dr. Joseph Bucci (Australia and New Zealand) and Dr. Éric Vigneault and Dr. James Morris (Canada) about extending the PCB project to Australia, Canada, and New Zealand. Both countries have agreed to participate in this project. Their current status is as follows:
c. Canada: Dr. James Morris has agreed to act as general coordinator for Canada and the list of centres performing radiotherapy is currently being updated.

d. Australia and New Zealand. The list of centres performing radiotherapy has been updated. In addition, the general coordinator will be Dr. Joseph Bucci, who is currently promoting the project in order to increase participation in this region.
3. Work plan
The following table shows the distribution of the next steps to be taken. Since Europe and Latin America have been collecting data for nearly 9 months while the PCB project is just getting underway in Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, we have provided 2 separate action plans.
	Europe and Latin America
	Canada, Australia and New Zealand

	Year 2008
	

	- To finish the data collection.
- Data cleansing.
	- To update the list of centres with radiotherapy.
- To promote this project in these regions.
- To send the logins and passwords to every centre and the general coordinator in order to start data collection.

	Year 2009
	

	- To analyse the database.
- Preliminary results.

- Publications and congresses (including 28th ESTRO Congress in Porto-Portugal).
	- To finish the data collection.
- Data cleansing.

- Preliminary results.

	Year 2010
	

	- Final results.

- Publications and congresses (including ESTRO 29)


4. Acknowledgements
We would like to stress the crucial role that national coordinators have in the success of this project. It would be impossible to complete this study without their active involvement. The main responsibilities of the national coordinators are as follows:

· To provide a list of all the radiotherapy centres in his/her country. Each centre will have a unique login and password to assure the confidentiality of the data.

· To promote awareness of the questionnaire. Since the national coordinator has a closer relationship with the centres in his/her country, communication between the two is more effective.

· To encourage participation of all the centres. The aim of the project is to obtain a precise understanding of the current state of brachytherapy in each country and a high response rate is vital if we are to achieve this. In the first edition of this project, we were forced to exclude (to avoid data bias) those countries in which fewer than 50% of centres completed the survey. The role of the national coordinator is, therefore, extremely important.

The people who have agreed to participate in this project as national coordinators are listed below:
	Europe
	Latin America

	Country
	National coordinator
	Country
	National coordinator

	Albania
	Lulzime Daci
	Argentina
	Marcela La Torre

	Armenia
	Samuel Karamyan
	Bolivia
	Rene Luis Delgado

	Austria
	Paul Eichberger / Daniel Berger
	Brasil
	Neiro Waechter da Motta

	Belarus
	Elena Slobina
	Chile
	Andres Cordova Bernhardt

	Belgium
	Alex Rijnders
	Colombia
	Rosalba Ospino Peña

	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	Advan Drljevic
	Costa Rica
	Hugo Recinos

	Bulgaria
	Lilia Gocheva
	Cuba
	Rolando Camacho

	Croatia
	Zdenko Krajina
	Ecuador
	Edwin Cevallos

	Cyprus
	Niko Zamboglou
	El Salvador
	Alexander Molina

	Czech Republic
	Hana Stankusova
	Guatemala
	Víctor Izaguirre

	Denmark
	Svend Aage
	Honduras
	Ricardo Bulnes

	Estonia
	Jana Jaal
	México
	Adela Poitevin Chacon

	Finland
	Jan-Erik Palmgren
	Nicaragua
	Reynaldo Castillo

	France
	Didier Peiffert
	Panamá
	Ricardo Britton

	Georgia
	Maia Topeshashvili
	Paraguay
	Gustavo Guggiari

	Germany
	Gyoergy kovacs
	Perú
	Gustavo Sarria

	Greece
	Panagiotis Pantelakos
	Republica Dominicana
	Nalia Cruz Ventura

	Hungary
	Csaba Polgár
	Uruguay
	Pedro Kasdorf

	Iceland
	Gardar Myrdal
	Venezuela
	Pilar Sempere / Thais Rebolledo

	Ireland
	Michael Maher
	
	

	Israel
	Zvi Bernstein
	
	

	Italy
	Cristina Marchetti
	
	

	Latvia
	Zanda Liepa
	
	

	Lithuania
	Artūras Inčiūra
	
	

	Luxembourg
	Didier Peiffert
	
	

	Macedonia
	Eleonora Stojkovska
	
	

	Malta
	Stephen Brincat
	
	

	Moldova
	Vladimir Sacun
	
	

	Montenegro
	Slavica Sarenac
	
	

	The Netherlands
	Jack Venselaar
	
	

	Norway
	Taran Paulsen Hellebust
	
	

	Poland
	Wojciech Bulski
	
	


	Portugal
	Margarida Abreu Roldao
	
	

	Romania
	Ovidiu Coza
	
	

	Serbia
	Zoran Kuzmanovic
	
	

	Slovakia
	Viera Laginová
	
	

	Slovenia
	Janez Burger
	
	

	Spain
	Jose López Torrecilla
	
	

	Sweden
	Erik Grusell
	
	

	Switzerland
	Guido Garavaglia
	
	

	Turkey
	Ferah Yildiz
	
	

	Ukraine
	Valentina Ivankova
	
	

	United Kingdom
	Peter Hoskin
	
	


5. State of the PCB questionnaire
The most recent analysis of the data base was done on 26 September. Below is the response rate by country as of that date. Because some centres have not completed all 4 pages of the questionnaire, we provide the percentage response to the final page (page 4) as a proxy indicator of how many centres have likely completed the entire questionnaire:
	
	Europe
	
	
	Latin America

	
	Complete
	N. of centres
	
	
	Complete
	N. of centres

	Albania
	1 (100%)
	1
	
	Argentina
	1 (1.1%)
	89

	Armenia
	1 (50.0%)
	2
	
	Bolivia
	5 (100%)
	5

	Austria
	12 (92.3%)
	13
	
	Brasil
	-
	165

	Belarus
	
	13
	
	Chile
	7 (41.2%)
	17

	Belgium
	14 (53.8%)
	26
	
	Colombia
	4 (10.5%)
	38

	Bosnia
	1 (100%)
	1
	
	Costa Rica
	-
	3

	Bulgaria
	6 (46.2%)
	13
	
	Cuba
	-
	4

	Croatia
	-
	7
	
	Ecuador
	4 (50.0%)
	8

	Cyprus
	1 (100%)
	1
	
	El Salvador (1)
	-
	

	Czech Republic
	27 (96.4%)
	28
	
	Guatemala
	-
	5

	Denmark
	-
	6
	
	Honduras
	2 (50.0%)
	4

	Estonia
	-
	2
	
	México
	3 (20.0%)
	15

	Finland
	2 (18.2%)
	11
	
	Nicaragua
	-
	1

	France
	22 (11.6%)
	189
	
	Panamá
	1 (50.0%)
	2

	Georgia
	-
	1
	
	Paraguay
	-
	3

	Germany
	17 (6.9%)
	246
	
	Perú
	-
	10

	Greece
	-
	23
	
	Rep. Dominicana
	1 (25.0%)
	4

	Hungary
	12 (92.3%)
	13
	
	Uruguay
	-
	3

	Iceland
	-
	1
	
	Venezuela
	-
	18

	Ireland
	-
	9
	
	
	
	

	Israel
	5 (62.5%)
	8
	
	
	
	

	Italy
	94 (64.8%)
	145
	
	
	
	

	Latvia
	-
	2
	
	
	
	

	Lithuania
	5 (100%)
	5
	
	
	
	

	Macedonia
	1 (100%)
	1
	
	
	
	

	Malta
	1 (100%)
	1
	
	
	
	

	Moldova
	1 (100%)
	1
	
	
	
	

	Montenegro
	1 (100%)
	1
	
	
	
	

	Netherlands
	17 (81.0%)
	21
	
	
	
	

	Norway
	3 (30.0%)
	10
	
	
	
	

	Poland
	19 (86.4%)
	22
	
	
	
	

	Portugal
	4 (28.6%)
	14
	
	
	
	

	Romania
	3 (17.6%)
	17
	
	
	
	

	Serbia
	4 (66.7%)
	6
	
	
	
	

	Slovakia
	-
	15
	
	
	
	

	Slovenia
	-
	1
	
	
	
	

	Spain
	10 (10.4%)
	96
	
	
	
	

	Sweden
	-
	18
	
	
	
	

	Switzerland
	19 (82.6%)
	23
	
	
	
	

	Turkey
	5 (8.6%)
	58
	
	
	
	

	Ukraine (1)
	-
	-
	
	
	
	

	United Kingdom
	18 (29.5%)
	61
	
	
	
	



(1) There is no national coordinator
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